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Following the lpee of the Plain* dee Jarres airfield and Xiang Khouang 
town on 1 January, the government garrieon from Xieng Khouang re- 
grouped at a point about 30 mile* to die south. Aerial observer* 
report that the 300 men of the government'* First Parachute Battalion 
who were dropped a few mile* eaet Of Xieng Khouang town on 1 January 
have formed a defense perimeter there. On 2 January a radio unit 
was reportedly dropped to this group which had been out of contact. 

The paratroops, carrying light arms and a minimum of ammunition# /g 
will need constant resupply, according to Laotian military sources. {* 

General Phoumi has ordered five companies to move southward from 
Luang Prabang and secure a key road Junction about 25 miles south 
of die city in an effort to seal off the route from Xieng Khouang which forks 
north and south at this point toward Luang Prabang and Vientiane, respec- 
tively* The two columns of government troops which had been moving 
slowly north from Vientiane in pursuit of Kong Le's forces reportedly 
will be ordered to press the attack on the rebel stronghold at Vang Vieng. 

Government reinforcements have also been ordered to several towns in 
southern Laos, where local commanders had reported the threat of Com- 
munist attacks. 

American military observers in Vientiane report that operations of 
die Laotian Ministry of Defense and army headquarters "continue 
most confused, inefficient and to a large degree ineffective. " The 
command structure, assignments, and communications are in a "chaotic 
state of change" as a result of a major reorganisation of the military 
establishment which Phoumi had begun just prior to the Communist of- 
fensive. 


pn the political front, the Boun Oum government has summoned all 
National Assembly deputies to Vientiane for a special session to be con' 
voked on 3 January by King Sevang to invest the government. Khampan 
Panya. former Foreign Minister and confidant of die King, is being 
•*nt to the United Nations to support the Laotian representative there. 
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The Laotian UN representative hae been instructed to nr ot. .* 

Security Council against 8oviet iniervehtion in Laos nJj?n *?, 

* cLao r ®P«»«ntative sent a cable to Secretary General Hammarskjold 
protesting Soviet airdrop activity in Laos and asked that thewMeb* 
communicated to all UN member.. A .imitor not. ,7p, 0 ,.„“ .. A. 
Uvered by the Laotian amb.«.dor in London to the Sovl.t .m^„,d ' 

2fE£ V** “ ® ** ***■ *« USSR do^nof 

Soupbannouvongi head® IT c'ZTLm “' oL,' N^o ££* 

A 
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Khrushchev, speaking at a Cuban embassy reception on 2 Januarv « 

S° " v * «■&*«*« •* ior tiacriVatton of ft, fct.rnattmS C«t«! 
botbad of fir, which ha. .tarf,d'< mu.t be '•«tingulrtid to tlm,. " 
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